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                 Welcome to the new Vice- President of IBS 
 

Alvin Crumbliss is the new Vice - President and President – Elect of IBS. Al is a  
member of the Chemistry Department, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina.   
Al was Chair of the Organizing Committee for the BioMetals 2014 Symposium. 
He is a member of the editorial board for numerous journals including BioMetals  
and his research focuses on the biochemistry of iron at the interface between  
biology and chemistry. Current interests include how invasive bacteria sequester  
and transport iron. Additionally, he is interested in the oxidative properties of iron 
in hemoglobin and myoglobin.  

 Welcome to the new President of IBS 
 

Pierre Cornelis is the president of IBS for 2014-2016. Previously, Pierre 
Cornelis was the Vice-President of IBS and in 2012 he organized the highly 
successful 8th BioMetals Symposium held in Brussels Belgium. He had 
received his PhD at Université Catholique de Louvain and was a Post-
doctoral fellow at the Weizmann Institute in Rehovot, Israel before joining the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel in Belgium in 1988. He is now freshly retired from 
the Academia. He is editor of numerous journals of microbiology including 

                                                    Letter from the President 
     It is a great honor and a challenge to become president of the IBS for a period of two years (2014-
2016). I have personally attended several Biometals meeting, including the meeting in 2004 in Garmish 
(Germany), in 2008 in Santiago (Spain), and in 2010 in Tucson (Arizona, USA). In Santiago I was asked 
by the late Jorge Crosa, a founding father of the Society, whom everyone loved and respected, to 
organize the meeting in 2012 in Brussels. I immediately accepted although I was really terrified at the 
idea of organizing such a prestigious meeting. I always loved attending the Biometals meetings 
organized by the IBS society, including the last very successful one organized by Al Crumbliss in 
Durham at the Duke University campus in 2014. The meetings bring together scientists from different 
disciplines, including microbiologist, plant research scientists, researchers involved in metal 
homeostasis in animals and humans, all of them forming a family. It is my aim during these two years to 
promote and stimulate scientists to become members of the IBS and to attend these wonderful 
Biometals meetings, including the next one to be held in Dresden in 2016. I would like to strongly 
encourage students, post-docs and researchers to support the Society and become members, since it 
helps the IBS to support the organization of the meetings. 
Pierre Cornelis 

MicrobiologyOpen of which he is the Editor-in Chief and has published several books. His research 
Interests include microbial interactions and especially those involving fluorescent pseudomonads 
bacteria. Pierre has published numerous articles and reviews on the subjects of iron metabolism, 
bacteriocins subverting the iron uptake systems, quorum sensing, outer membrane lipoproteins and 
molecular epidemiology of Pseudomonas aeruginosa. He is also the Belgian ambassador of the 
American Society for Microbiology (ASM). 



Thanks  to IBS Past President  
 
Günther Winkelmann at the  
University of Tübingen, Germany 
was the first president of IBS and  
Through his leadership enabled  
the newly formed biometals society  
to be established. He has  
encouraged the outreach  of IBS  
to members of the metal community.  
For over 25 years he has  been the  
editor of BioMetals and has  
associated this international journal  
with IBS. As a Past President of the  
IBS, Günther will continue to serve  
IBS by providing recommendations.  

Larry Barton, University of New Mexico  
USA,  is the IBS Secretary. He assists with  
the IBS newsletter and  maintains records 
for registration of IBS as an organization. 

Manuel Lemos at the 
University of Santiago  
de Compostela, Spain 
is the IBS Treasurer.  
As the first treasurer of 
IBS, he has supports a  
system that provides  
money for future IBS  
symposia. Additionally,  
he manages the  
biometals home page. 
(www.biometals.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BioMetals 2014 was held July 13-18 2014 at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.  This 
interdisciplinary meeting built on the previous eight biennial meetings of the International Biometals 
Society  and explored new and exciting research in the broad area of metals in biology. There were 
196 participants that represented 5 continents and over 25 countries. Participants included 
Undergraduate Students, Graduate Students, Post-doctoral Trainees, Early Career Scientists, and 
Established Investigators from academic institutions, government laboratories, and industry.  The 
Technical Program  included 3 Keynotes, 24 Invited Lectures, 34 Contributed Short Talks, and 110 
Posters.  The Conference Program Book can be found under the Scientific Program menu option on 
the web page for this symposium (http://biometals2014.chem.duke.edu). 
 
Organizing Committee                   Local Committee    
      Al Crumbliss                     Christiana Conti  
      Kathy Franz                 Claire J. Parker Siburt  
      Dennis Thiele 
,  

News from the Biometals 2014 Symposium 

Thank you Volunteers!  
Thank you Sponsors!     Dennis                    Kathy                Al                     Claire    
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       Yan Lu                Brittany Mortensen 
QIMR Berghofer  Medical   Vanderbilt University 

Postdoctoral Poster Award 
provided by  

International Biometals Society (IBS) 

The Igor Stojilikovic Award 
was presented to 

Shelley M Payne 
University of Texas , USA 

Jeffery Derrick 
  Univ. of Michigan 

Donita Brady 
Duke University 

Postdoctoral Trainee  
provided by 
Metallomics 

Undergraduate Poster  
provided by 

Chemical Sciences 

The Heritage Award  
was presented to 

Larry L Barton 
University of 

New Mexico, USA 
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Graduate Student Poster Awards 
Provided by Jorge Crosa Memorial 

          Marian Helsel                      Chynna Broxton             Annika Flint            Martin Herzberg 
           Duke University                    Johns Hopkins            University of          Martin-Luther-Univ.  
                    University                  Ottawa                       Halle-Wittenberg 

Metallobiochemistry of Plants Poster Awards 
Provided by Monsanto Co  

     Nicholas Hawco        Luis Lopez Maury     Rozalynne Samira       Liangliang Kong 
           Woods Hole                   Universidad de          North Carolina State       McGill University 
     Oceanographic Inst.          Seville - CSIC                    University                      
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     Jeffrey Derrick    Rebecca Vargas        Rachel Bangle          Matthew Dalphin 
         University of           California State            Duke University              California State  
             Michigan        University, Fullerton                                               University, Fullerton 

Undergraduate Student Awards  
Provided by Springer and by Metallomics 

Photo Gallery - BioMetals 2014 - Photos by Claire J. Parker Siburt & David Besse  
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Biometals2016  
 

Dresden,         
         Germany 

 
July 10 -15, 2016 

 
Focus:  

Exploring metals in Biology,  
Medicine,  
and the  

Environment 
 

Dresden, Germany has an international airport and excellent  
train connections. Dresden is known for its art, architecture  
and relaxing landscape. The Organizer of the 10th BioMetals 
Symposium is Gerhard Geipel, Institute of Resource Ecology 
Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden, Germany. He is assisted by 
Katrin Viehweger, Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden-Rossendorf,  
Dresden, Germany.  Information about this meeting will be  
posted on www.biometals.org and a web site for the meeting  
will be developed. To contact use the email: g.geipel@hzdr.de          Photo by C. Muench 

Photo by C. Muench 

Photo by C. Muench 

VW Manufacturer 

River Elbe  - Silhouette with Church of Our Lady 

Castle Pillnitz 

Photo by C. Muench 

Semper Opera House Symposium site 
in 

Center of City 
 

Photo by C. Muench 

Castle Wackerbarth Photo by G. Geipel 

   Gerhard Geipel Katrin Viehweger 
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Announcements of  Metal Meetings     

 
 

ISZB 2014 
Meeting of the International 
Society for Zinc Biology 
September 14-19, 2014 
Asilomar Pacific Grounds, CA 
http://www.iszb.org 

8th Int. Conference on Heme 
Oxygenases, BioIron and 
Oxidative Stress 
October 8-11, 2014 
Sydney, Australia 
http://hemeoxygenase2014.org.au 

Environmental Hazards of 
Trace Elements  
Emphasis on Environmental  
Lead Poisoning 
October, 2014   Kashmir, India 
Shafiq-ur-Rehman (Organizer) 
Email: shafiqii@gmail.com 

Copper 2014 
9th International Copper 
Meeting 
October 5-10, 2014 
Vico Equense, Italy 
http://sites.duke.edu/copper2014/ 

BioIron2015 
6th Meeting of the  
International BioIron  
Society 
September 6-10, 2015 
China 
http://www.bioiron.org/default.aspx 

 
 

ISZB 2014 
Meeting of the International 
Society for Zinc Biology 
September 14-19, 2014 
Asilomar Pacific Grounds, CA 
http://www.iszb.org 

BioMetals - An International Journal on the Role 
of Metal Ions in Biology, Biochemistry and Medicine 
 

The journal  BioMetals, founded as Biology of Metals  in 1988 with 
Springer and later continued as BioMetals, is still  the most known 
publishing  medium  for all kinds of metals in living organisms. As 
indicated in our newsletter, we also inform researchers about various 
types of other meetings dealing with copper, zinc and other essential 
and toxic  metals involved in the biochemistry of  cells.  W e 
appreciate  the service  of authors and reviewers who contributed to 
the excellence of our Society’s peer-reviewed journal, BioMetals.  
The newsletter is sent to all members of the International Biometals 
Society (IBS) who are listed as members of the IBS. For those who 
want to apply for a membership, please go to www.biometals.org  
where a membership application form can be filled out  and payment 
of dues can  be performed online.  The benefits of membership  
enables participants  to get reduced biometals meeting fees and 
helps to organize future biometals meetings. The recent 9th 
Biometals meeting held in July 2014 at the Duke University in 
Durham, North Carolina, USA, was a great event with participants 
from all over the world.  Alvin Crumbliss, Dennis Thiele and Kathy 
Franz deserve our thanks and appreciation for organizing and 
planning this successful meeting.  The 10th Biometals meeting 
planned for July 10 - 15, 2016 in Dresden, (Germany)  is organized 
by Gerhard Geipel, Institute of Resource Ecology, Helmholtz-
Zentrum Dresden. 
 

Günther Winkelmann 
Editor-in-Chief 
BioMetals  

IBS 
Membership 

 

Qualifications –  
• Open to all conducting 

research or have an 
interest in metal ions in 
biology, biochemistry and 

       medicine 
 

Why Join –  
• Receive overview of the 

program of past 
symposia. 

• Receive reduced 
registration fee for  

       International Biometals 
       Symposia. 
• Receive IBS Newsletters 
       which carry information     
        about conferences,     
        recent books published     
        and notable reviews.  
•     For additional benefits 
        from Springer, see the 
        biometals home page. 
             

  To join IBS go to  
www.biometals.org 

http://www.iszb.org/
http://www.victorchang.edu.au/home/news-events/event/event-detail/?event_name=heme-oxygenase-2014
mailto:shafiqii@gmail.com
http://sites.duke.edu/copper2014/
http://www.bioiron.org/default.aspx
http://www.iszb.org/
http://www.biometals.org/

