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 Letter from the President 

 

BioMetals 2016 was organized by the Institute of Resource Ecology, Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden 
Rossendorf in Dresden, Germany. This was the 10th interdisciplinary symposium and was attended by 
scientists from 20 different countries and 5 continents. Participants included students, post-doctoral 
trainees, early career scientists, and established investigators from academic institutions, government 
laboratories, and industry.  The scientific program  included the keynote address by Alan J.M. Baker 
(Australia), invited talks by Ken Raymond (California), Catherine Berthomieu (France), Nigel Robinson 
((United Kingdom), David Salt (United Kingdom), Wolfgang Maret (United Kingdom), Pernilla Wittung-
Stafscede (Sweden), Jonathan R. Lloyd (United Kingdom), Michael U. Kumke (Germany), Ute 
Kraemer (Germany), Nathalie Verbruggen (Belgium), and Chris Rensing (Denmark), 35 Contributed 
Short Talks, and 35 Posters.  

News from the International Biometals 2016 Symposium 

Thanks to the Organizers of  
the 10th Biometals Symposium 2016  

We remind all IBS members that membership dues 
are the only financial support of IBS activities. Thus, 
in order to keep the Society alive it is essential that all 
members pay the membership dues. Currently the 
dues have been established at 50 EUR or 50 US 
Dollars for a two-years period membership. Please 
visit the IBS web site (www.biometals.org)  or contact 
Manuel Lemos (manuel.lemos@usc.es ) for payment 
details. 

Message from the IBS Treasurer 

The IBS extends its appreciation to Gerhard Geipel and the 
members of his committee – Astrid Barkleit, Andrea Cherkouk 
and Susanne Sachs –for their efforts in organizing the highly 
successful 10th International Biometals Symposium 2016 at 
Dresden, Germany. Andrea Witschel and Heike Duerichen 
from the Intercom are to be recognized for organizing 
registration, accommodation, arrangement of the excursion and 
conference dinner. The scientific sessions at the Art’otel, the 
conference dinner at Schloss Eckberg, and steamboat 
excursion to Pillnitz are all memorable experiences.   

Dear IBS members and future members, 
I am writing to you as ad-interim President of the International Biometals Society. 
Normally, Dr. Al Crumbliss should have taken this charge at the end of the Biometals 
meeting as it is the tradition that the President is in charge for a period of two years 
between the two Biometals meetings. Al had a health problem, which means that he 
was not able to attend the meeting in Dresden. We recently have received the good  
 news that he is recovering. We all wish him a quick and full recovery. Until that moment, and I hope quite soon,  

I’ll continue as requested by the Executive Committee as President ad-interim. While Al is recovering, he can be 
reached through his wife, Karen, at  kcrumbliss@me.com. 
The 10th Biometals meeting has just taken place in the beautiful and historical city of Dresden in Germany from 
July 10 till July 15. The meeting was perfectly organized by Dr. Gerhard Geipel and it was the occasion to hear 
many interesting presentations by young scientists. I am delighted to announce the place of the next Biometals 
meeting in 2018: Ottawa (Canada). It will be organized by Dr. Alain Stintzi in collaboration with Dr. Hans Vogel. I 
would like to thank them for accepting to take this challenge. To end up, I would like to remind you to renew your 
membership (50 € for two years) in order to allow the IBS to support the next meeting. 
Pierre Cornelis 
President ad-interim of IBS 

http://www.biometals.org/
mailto:manuel.lemos@usc.es
mailto:kcrumbliss@me.com


Group Picture - Biometals 2016 

Picture by HZDR/Detlev Mueller  
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Picture by HZDR/Detlev Mueller  
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Jorge and Lidia Crosa Award for Oral Presentation 
 
Andrew G. Turner “PmtA is a PerR-regulated ferrous ion efflux system of Group A 
 Streptococcus”  Australian Infectious Disease Centre, U. Queensland, Melbourne, Australia 
 
Chathuri J.K. Wijekoon “A copper chaperone protein that features an unusually high affinity Cu(II)  
 binding site: CopC from Pseudomonas fluorescens SBW25” School of Chemistry and  
 Bio21 Molecular Science and Biotechnology Institute, U. Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 
 
Carl Zeiss Award for Student Presentation 
 
Miguel Ruiz-Fresneda “Enzymatic reduction of Se (IV) by Stenotrophomonas sp. BII-R7  
 under aerobic and anaerobic conditions:multidisciplinary approach study”  U. Granada,  
 Dept. Microbiology, Granada, Spain 
 
Daniel Zhitnitsky  “Uptake and extrusion of metals in bacteria” Department of Biochemistry, The Technion  
 –Israel Institute of Technology, Israel 
 
Poster Awards from Springer and from RSC  
 
Salem Al-Aidy “Influence of H2O2 on two ferrous-ion uptake systems (FeoABC and  
 EfeUOB) in Escherichia coli”  U. Reading, Reading, United Kingdom 
 
Vojtech Benes “Modulation of Zn and Cd biology in ectomycorrhizal symbiont Hebeloma  

 mesophyaeum” U. Chemistry and Technology, Prague, Czech Republic 
  
Katie J. Muddiman “Copper homeostasis in the foodborne pathogen Salmonella 

 typhimurium”  U. Manchester, Manchester, United Kingdom  
 
Julien Spielmann  “Expression study and functional characterization of AhZIP6 in  
 Arabidopsis thaliana”  Functional Genomics and Plant Molecular Imaging, InBioS and  
 Photosystems, U. Liege, Belgium 

International Biometals Society (IBS) Awards 

The Igor Stojilikovic Award to Dietrich H. Nies    
 
at the Molecular Microbiology, Institute for Biology/Microbiology, Martin 
Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg, Germany 

The IBS Heritage Award to Max Mergeay   
 
at the Molecular & Cellular Biology, Unit Microbiology, Belgian 
Nuclear Research Center, Mol, Belgium 
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The IBS Heritage Award 

Picture by HZDR/Detlev Mueller  

Left to right: Salem Al-Aidy, Chathuri Wijekoon, Miguel Ruiz-Fresneda, Dietrich Nies, Andrew Turner, Daniel Zhitnitsky and Katie 
Muddiman.  (Vojtech Benes and Max Mergeay are not in the picture.)  

International Biometals Society Awards 

Mol, Belgium 

He was a pioneer in research assessing metal 
resistance by bacteria including the bacterium 
now classified as Cupriavidus metallidurans. 



Prof. Alain Stintzi 
E-mail: astintzi@uottawa.ca  
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IBS Membership 
 
Qualifications –  
• Open to all conducting research or have an interest in 

metal ions in biology, biochemistry and medicine 
 
Why Join –  
• Receive overview of the program of past symposia. 
• Receive reduced registration fee for International 

Biometals Symposia. 
• Receive IBS Newsletters which carry information about 

conferences, recent books published and notable 
reviews.  

•    See  www.biometals.org for additional benefits.  
 

  To join IBS go to      www.biometals.org 

BioMetals - An International 
Journal on the Role of Metal Ions in 
Biology, Biochemistry and Medicine 
 
The journal BioMetals is the best known 
publishing  medium for metal - 
interactions in living organisms. Our 
journal publishes research papers that 
deal with iron, copper, zinc and other 
essential and toxic  metals involved in 
the biochemistry of  cells. It is the official 
journal for the International Biometals 
Society (IBS). 
 
Günther Winkelmann 
Editor-in-Chief 
BioMetals  
 

Prof. Stintzi has a background in siderophores and iron stress in 
Campylobacter. His work on C. jejuni focuses on Campylobacter 
pathogenesis, pathogen-host interactions, stress responses and host 
immunity. Alain Stintzi  welcomes the Biometals community to the U. 
Ottawa for an enjoyable week of scientific discussion.  

Alain Stintzi will organize the Biometals 2018 Symposium for 
the summer of 2018. The site of the symposium will be the 
University of Ottawa, Canada.  Future announcements will 
be by email to IBS members and will be listed at  
www.biometals.org    

http://www.biometals.org/

